Camas Montessori School

Newsletter

JUNE  2010
DATES TO REMEMBER:

June 10:  Kindergarten graduation

     6:30 pm downstairs

June 11:  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

        Early release @ 11:30

     SCHOOL CARNIVAL/ staff meeting

June 14:  first week of Summer School

July 4:  NO SCHOOL/ HOLIDAY

July 30:  last day of summer school

Sept. 1,2:  New students Orientation

Sept. 3, 6:  NO SCHOOL: Labor Day wkend

Sept. 7:  first day of fall classes!

Sept. 13:  Parent Night # 1 @ 6:00pm

Sept. 20:  School pictures

HOT LUNCH FOR JUNE
June 2:  macaroni and cheese

June 9:  Cheese PIZZA!

THANK-YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

Wow, what a crowd we had on Saturday, May 22nd to help spruce up the playground and surrounding area!  (The pictures will be posted on Snapfish under ‘playground’).  Geoff and Melissa Robbins called and helped the volunteers to spread the new cedar chips we got from Metro Landscape.  (Keeping’ it local).  Stirling and Vida Walker joined their parents Terrance and Shannon Walker.  Shiven Friedeman and his dad, Andrew came.  Noah Logan and his dad, Matt and mom Melissa Walters were also there.  Anna and Liam Martin were joined by their parents, Callie and Thomas to spread the chips.  Bumblebee assistant Barbara and her husband, Pat were there early pulling some weeds around the fence.  
They started in the rain at 10:00 with 10 yards of chips, finished by 10:30, waited for 10 more yards to come at 11:00 and finished by noon.  We are SO grateful to everyone for helping to keep our space beautiful!  Barbara said that on Monday morning at recess, the children were thrilled with the new chips and kept running around enjoying the new cushiony feel.

THANK YOU ALSO TO OUR HOT LUNCH HELPERS ALL YEAR!  
Dana Allen, Neal and Sandra Gorla (Casady’s grandparents), Cheryl Mecham, Kelly Lee, and Melissa Walters picked up the lunches or pizzas and served them to our students.  We want to change our hot lunch source next year (just to do something different) so if anyone has a place in mind, let us know.  
BUILDING A RAISED FLOWER BED

Again, Geoff Robbins is answering our request for a raised garden.  He offered to build us one or two and place them on the inside of the east fence of the playground, near the sandbox, where they would get the most sun.  We would love to introduce the children to gardening and vegetable planting.  Some children would rather work in the dirt anyway, than hang out on the play structure!  Soon we can show them a constructive way of working in the soil, while watching their seeds come to life.  

Geoff is asking if one person would like to help him put these garden beds together.  If you would like to help, please contact him at:  gmrobbins310@comcast.net or 360-834-5995.

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Special thanks go out to members of our executive board who meet once a month for about 2-3 hours.  They set the tuition and fees, organize the auction, keep us up on legal issues, and plan for the school’s future.  They all have full time jobs that they leave at the end of the day to attend these monthly meetings that affect their child’s education.  They realize the importance of a strong foundation and are continually working to keep Camas Montessori on the cutting edge of early education.  Thank you:

Matt Martinez, board president, Scott Matthews, Barbara Braskett, Scott Matthews, Krista Frazier (Sonnenberg), Nina Draper, Kim Greer and Donna Hargrave.  

BUTTERFLIES IN THE BATHROOM, WHAT?

Kaylah Kribs’ grandpa Gordy has graciously offered to finish painting a mural in both of our bathrooms.  While we were previously looking forward to Cheryl Mecham’s mural, we now have the pleasure of Gordy’s talents as Cheryl is going in for back surgery and will be out of commission for awhile.  

Gordy plans to give the bathrooms one more coat of paint, and then paint some scenery, along with our beloved insects (each of our classrooms have an insect name).  To excite the children, he decided to go ahead and paint a monarch butterfly in one bathroom and a swallowtail in another, until he can come in (over a period of months) to finish the rest.  Bless his heart!  On Monday, the bathrooms were quite the talk.  Kaylah was proudly taking her friends into her bathroom and showing off what her ‘Papa’ did.  
CMS FUN WEEK COMING:

Every year, Camas Montessori offers a week of fun during the last week of school.  Your child is encouraged to participate.  Here are the dates:

June 7:  PAJAMA DAY. Kids can wear their pj’s to school.  No slippers please unless you send in outdoor shoes.

June 8:  CRAZY HAIR DAY.  Kids can make their hair look as crazy as possible- spray glitter, lots of braids, bows, etc.  

June 9:  FUNNY SOCKS DAY.  Have fun with this!

June 10:  HAT DAY.  Make a funny hat or decorate a hat and be as silly or extravagant as you want.  Maybe you already have a silly hat to wear!  

June 11:  SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY.  Dress in the colors of the school (purple/gold) or wear your school t-shirt or sweatshirt! 
VOLUNTEER FEES and NEW DECISIONS
Our Executive Board voted unanimously to increase our Volunteer Fees to $250 per year (from $150) beginning August 21, 2010.  This means that your valuable time spent volunteering will now be worth $10.00 per hour toward meeting the 25 hour per year goal.  

We all agreed that our goal was to help everyone become involved in the school and offer more opportunities so that even the working parent can find time to help.  This also takes the burden off of our Executive Board who find themselves taking on more than they can handle at times. 

The board is also putting together a better description of each volunteer opportunity along with the number of ‘credit hours’ you would receive.  We have also vowed to make sure that those who sign up for something, at least get a call about it.  The teachers will have discretion of dividing the volunteering if there are more than enough for one job.
For those who simply cannot get 25 hours of volunteering in nor want to have to worry about it, the buyout will be $250 per family.  

NEW PARENT COMMITTEE 
We have formed a new parent committee who meets once a month (or less) to discuss ways that they can help the school, staff and families of CMS.  This includes things such as forming a Welcoming Committee for new families, organizing maintenance days, helping with celebrations such as the Kindergarten graduation and the fall Ice Cream Social, and other fundraisers like the one in the planning for the summer: our CMS ‘garage sale’ (for lack of a better term).

So far, Scott Neilson, Melissa Robbins, Justin Kribs, Arlene Nething and Bamini Friedeman have graciously offered to join this committee and have already begun planning for next year.  
If you want to be more a part of your child’s school, this is the committee you want to be on.  They will also help decide on topics for our Parent’s Nights as well as keep our CMS Yahoo group going to open up discussions.
Please let the staff or this committee know of your interest.  If you still want to help but don’t want to commit to meetings, please feel free to offer your help anytime something interesting comes up.

SUMMER SCHOOL 

It will go for 7 weeks this year beginning June 14th through the end of July.  Jessica and Kate will be teaching it along with Barbara, Nina and our student teacher, Liz. (for a few weeks).  Weekly themes will be offered.  The themes look fun: science, music and movement, nature art, cooking/food/nutrition, oceans/geography, Spanish and woodworking.  The children will also be invited to join in the Camas Days Parade during the third week in July.  The school will be closed on July 5th in honor of Independence Day which falls on a Sunday.

Please note that the times are different for summer school.  Regular class time will be from 9:00-12:00 or 9:00-3:00.  Before school will start at 8:00am and after school will only go until 4:00.  

We are requiring a $100 deposit which will be applied to the summer school tuition.  There will only be space for 20 students so once you know what you need, send in your reservation form.  Week 2, June 21-25,  is already close to being full!
If you lose your form, there will be extras in the box outside of each classroom.
TURN IN YOUR BOXTOPS AND SOUP LABELS!

We are still collecting Boxtops for Education and Campbell’s Soup Labels as we do all year.  If you’ve been saving until you have a big pile to turn in, now is the time.  Save them during the summer too.  The Boxtops alone earn the school almost $200 each year! Check with your family members, hairdressers, babysitters, and co-workers to have them collect for you.  Keep a small envelope or box on your desk for them to drop labels in on a regular basis.  
INTERESTED IN ORDERING A CHILD’S OR ADULT SCHOOL SWEATSHIRT?  OR A T-SHIRT?  Please pick up order forms in the boxes outside the classrooms.  Or request an order form.  School spirit day will be June 11th!

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION

Our CMS graduates and their four guests are invited to our Kindergarten graduation ceremony on June 10th at 6:30 pm downstairs.  The children are already practicing a play to perform that night,”The Little Old Woman and How She Kept Her Geese Warm”.   

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR HOMELESS
Camas Friends Church is accepting donations for the homeless.  They need any shoes that you don’t need anymore, jackets, toiletries, (toothpaste and toothbrushes!), easy to open food, etc.  Please drop off what you can spare to us, and leave it on the benches by our front door.  Thank you so much!

PICTURE WEBSITE

School pictures website:

www.snapfish.com
enter Email:  camasmontessori@yahoo.com
Password:  helpme2helpmyself

School website:  

www.camasmontessori.com

After you delete this newsletter, you can refer to the school website to keep you posted on events.

